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very ancient, and containing indeed the black art
In its full perfection ; this being one who, not like
the wizard, foretold or predicted, but who, when the
people came to him, would carry them to his ori-
ginals, that is to say, would go to work, and bring
the Devil up by his art to talk with and do their
business for them himself; and this indeed might
properly be said to be a teacher of the black art,
that is to say, not that he could tie the Devil down
to appear to the person, whoever it was, that he
took a fee of, and be at his summons as he was be-
fore at his the necromancer's own ; but if ever any
person had a mind to come into the wicked class,
and have a personal conference with the Devil in
order to make a bargain with him, the necroman-
cer's business was to raise the Devil, present the
stranger, bring them acquainted, and then leave
the Devil and the man to agree the matter among
themselves.

In a word, the necromancer (like the famous Mr.
Whiston, of good, lying, merry memory) was the
Devil's broker, neither more or less ; he brings grist
to the Devil's mill, customers to his shop, and fur-
thers his trade and his own gain by the ordinary
method of his employment,

It is true these blackest of the black art men
have a great many other things in their practice,
besides that of brokering for the Devil; they were
used to raise storms, whirlwinds, and hurricanes,
by which they made themselves very terrible to the
people, as if it was in their power to do all the mis-
chievous things in the world : by this they brought
in their customers, for the people usually bribed
them, as the Indians worship the Devil that he may
do them no harm. The strong opinion the common
people had of these men in time past was such,
that they would go to them for rain in drought,
and for fair weather in harvest, for abatement of